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A Theology of Heaven

Part Nine:
*The New Jerusalem”

ple of Continuity:

ould expect the new earth to be
terized by familiar, though uncorrupted,
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he. Bride of the Lamb

[Contrast to the “great harlot” — the
jolatrous enemies of God

The saints are the “bride” clothed in
urity and holiness

darriage is a signpost pointing to our
relationship with Christ

s ne marriage in heaven — between
Christ and His bride (the redeemed)

e wife “Jerusalem” in contrast with
@ harlot "Babylon” (Rev. 17:1ff)

he "New Jerusalem” is the symbol of
he community of the saints in the

= eternal kingdom of God
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and safety of God's people

twelve gates — abundant entrance by
~ peoples from every nation

= unity of the two covenant groups as one
redeemed community

tbrilliance (reflect God'’s glory)

fitithesis of the "Babylon” metaphor

language is intentional hyperbole
nd non-realistic

it is synonymous with the redeemed
community in the eternal state, not
part of it

mmense size (12,000 stadia) — vastness,
fperfection and splendor

tperfect cube — symbolic of the “holy of
holies” (God's temple)

=walls (144 cubits) — signifies completeness

it “outshines” everything

“moral connotation of purity — no evil or
“darkness”

purified, righteous, redeemed community
tountless believers from every nation,
glling on the physical new earth in
erishable, physical, resurrected bodies, in
ie presence of God, reigning with the
surrected Jesus
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